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My Lonp, 


HIS Addreſs to your Grace at this 
Juncture, is very pleaſing to my 
Publiſher; he hopes to reap a Jn 
Harveſt of Sixpences. 
The greedy Buyer, no doubt, * to 
find the Loſs of Port Mabon, and Mr. B--'s 
Ill-Succeſs exaggerated, and condemned; 
but this is no Time for Reproach or In- 
vective; inſtead of damning or ſcolding, it 
behoves every Paſſenger to aſſiſt in his pro- 
per Poſt. 
The Ship of State is in a Squaw! ; ſtand 
to your main Hallyards, it will ſoon blow 


Over. 


B The 
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The Loſs of a Bowſprit, or Part of her 
Rigging will not fink her. 

The moſt fatal Attack we have Reaſon to 
apprehend from our Enemy, is an Invaſion 
here in England: to that, we have wiſely 
and politically attended; but that we may 
hereafter have nothing to fear upon that 
Account, is the Object of theſe few Lines. 
To enable you to defend Ola England with 
her own Sons: in a proper Time, to ſend 
back the foreign Auxiliaries with Thanks 
and good Hymour, and never more to want 
them (as at this Criſis we certainly did;) this 
is the Scope of this ſhort Epiſtle. 

When we are ſafe at Home, upon ſuch 
Principles, as will be agreeable to the whole 
People, there is no Queſtion but we ſhall 
carry on a ſucceſsful War ; I do not mean 
that we ſhall blow the French out of the 


Sea, 
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Sea, or that we ſhall not, now and then, get 
as good as we bring; but upon the whole, 
I make no doubt we ſhall have much the 
better of them : and that we ſhall finally 
drub them into an honourable and * 
tageo s Peace. 
In Order to this, we muſt have numerous 
Forces by Land and Sea. t 
Moſt Militia Schemes that have hitherto 
been projected, appear to me to be too com- 

plicated. 
The End propoſed by a Militia is to have 
a ſufficient Number of go: d National Troops, 
always in Readine's: if this can be effected, 
without rendering each County too militant; 
without frightening Women and Children 
with Soldiery 'L itles ; without diverting the 
Attention of Country Gentlemen, Farmers, 
Tradeſmen and Labourers, from the great 
and 


(4) 
and happy Occupations of Agriculture and 


Manufactures ; it would be a moſt defirable 
Event. 

To me it appears the eaſieſt Thing in the 
World to accompliſh, and by the eaſieſt 
Plan; fo ſimple indeed, and fo eaſy, that 
I am only doubtful thoſe great Geniuſes who 
require much Myſtery, much Art, and many 


Is this all ? | 

If my Ideas of this Matter ſhould appear 
juſt to your Grace, ſome of thoſe many 
oreat Politicians, that work and labour under 
you, will ſoon reduce my Hints to a ſhort, 
certain, and regular Plan. Methinks I al- 
ready ſee the Pens ſtuck behind the Ears of 
many Operators, in Bags, in Bobs, and Tyes, 
ready to fally forth, whenever your Grace 
ſhall ſay, Let there be a Militia, 


But 


Words, will turn up their Noſes, and ſay, 


Example; poaching, loitering, haunting 


(5) 
But joking apart, | 
1ſt. Let the Number of Pariſhes be ſettled 
throughout Creat- Britain and Ireland, with 
their proportionable Abilities to ſupply Men ; 
founded on the greater or leſſer Number of 
Inhabitants in each Pariſh ; and let the 
Quota of each be accordingly fixed. 
| Let each Pariſh find and keep in Readi- 
neſs the Proportion of Men that ſhall be fo 
allotted to it, (as I ſhall explain) whether 
one, two, three, or more. r_ 
It is well known, that in every Pariſh, 
there are ſtout, hearty, idle Fellows, who, 
having no natural Propenſity to work, paſs 
their Time in vicious Amuſements, of bad 


Alehouſes, &c. and ſuch like. . 
Theſe ſeem to be created to ſerve their 
Country in a military Capacity, at leaſt a 

C wiſe 


* 

wiſe Government ſhould avail itfelf of the 
Strength of theſe Drones, to defend the la- 
borious and induſtrious. 
Once a Year, if neceſſary, let there be 
called a Pariſh Meeting ; and let the Church- 
Wardens, Conſtables, or Overſeers of the 
Poor, or whoever ſhall be thought the pro- 
pereſt, acquaint the Neighbours ſo aſſem- 
bled, that they are called together, to con- 
fider of one, two, or more proper Perſons, to 
ſerve their King and Country, to anſwer the 
Quota that ſhall have been allotted to ſuch 
Pariſh, and to give in the Names of ſuch 
able-bodied Men as they think proper. 

For Inſtance, ſuppoſe in a ſmall Pariſh, 
whoſe Quota was to find one Man ; they 
have given in the Names of Four, viz. Jobn 
Oaks, Fobn Stiles, William Littlegood, and 
Andrew Lollop. Let John Oaks, and Fobr 


Stiles 
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Stiles be ballotted for,” which ſhalf be the 
Man; if it falls on Fob Oaks, then let him 
be again ballotted for with William Litthe- 
good and ſo on. Or rather, when the four 
Names are given in, let them all four be 
wrote on as many different Labels as there 
are Pariſhioners preſent ; and each Pariſhio- 
ner taking four Labels, let them put into 
a Hat or Box which Label he thinks fir; and 
let the Man who has 6—— 
Votes be the Man. 

When this is done, let the Pariſh give 
him or them, where there is more than one, 
a Hat and a Cockade, and aShilling a Week 
for his Appearance every Sunday ; and to 
oblige him to hold himſelf in Readineſs to 
ſerve his Country. 
Let his Name and Deſcription be returned 
to the Lord Lieutenant of the County, who 
ſhall 


8.) 
ſhall return a Liſt of the ſeveral Men ſo 
choſe in each Parifh.in the County, to the 


Secretary of War, .or Commander in Chief. 

Thus I have conjured you up a ſufficient 
Supply of able Men. For ſuppoſing the 
Number of Pariſhes to be 20,000, and the 
Quota, one with another, but three Men ; 
there is an Army of 60,000 ; and ſuppoſing 
you to have immediate Occaſion for thoſe 
60,000. ;,. there will be another 60,000 
ready to be ſent you, as the Seque! will ſhew ; 
and if Occafion ſhould be, they will be im- 
mediately officered out of the diſciplined 
Troops that are always kept up in Time of 
Peace. But to proceed, 
Let the Secretary at War, or Commander 
in Chief, or who his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe, 
have Power, when Recruits are wanting, to 


fill up, or augment the Forces allowed of by 


Par- 


("903 - 
Parliament; let him have Recourſe to the 
Lifts returned him by the Lord Lieutenants 
of the ſeveral Counties; and let him have. 
Power, by Writing directed to the proper 
Officer of each Pariſh, to have ſuch Pariſh- 
men delivered to his Order, as he ſhall ſend 
for; which Men being ſo delivered, let the 
Quota of the ſaid Pariſh be ſtill kept up. 
To which End, the Pariſhioners ſhall meet, 
nominate, and chuſe, as aforeſaid. This 
would prevent the Debauchery, Expence, 
and Inconvenience of the ordinary Way of 
TecTUaLng. | 
40, or 60,000 or more Men ready upon 
any Emergency ; and in fix Weeks Time, 
the Army may be doubled, or trebled, in 
Caſe of Need; and this at no'Expence to 
the Government, till- abſolute Neceſlity of 
D the 
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the State, and the Wiſdom of Parliament, 
ſhall judge neceſſary to take them into Pay, 
to reſiſt an Invaſion. 

Thus preſſing Men would be no longer 
expedient, and every Objection to a ſtand- 
ing Army taken away. 

For theſe Pariſhmen would remain in their 
Pariſhes, as uſeful and quiet Subjects as they 
now are, before they are dubbed with a 
Cockade; and yet they would be ready and 
forth-coming, when wanted. 

The Expence to the Pariſhes would not 
be felt, and thus the Army would at all 
Times be properly recruited. But in Caſe 
of any extraordinary Apprehenſion of an 
Invaſion, or otherwiſe, theſe Pariſhmen 
might be exerciſed Weekly, or Monthly, as 
ſhould beJudged proper ; otherwiſe it would 
poſſibly be Time enough to diſcipline them 


in 
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in the ordinary Way, after they were ſent 
for, and returned to the teſpective Regi- 
ments to which they might be ordered. _ 

The Arms that might be wanting to learn 
their Exerciſe, ſhould be found by the Pa- 
riſh, and continue in it for the Uſe of the 
ſucceſſive Quota's, to be always kept up by 
each Pariſh. 

When theſe Men come up to their re- 
ſpective Corps, they ſhould be enliſted like 
common Recruits, for five, ſeven, or more 
Years : And when they had ſerved their 
Time, might return home, and be no more 
liable to be nominated for Pariſhmen : And 
if it ſhould be thought proper, they might 
have, upon Certificate from the Commander 
in Chief, or Secretary at War, &c. a Shil- 
ling a Week from their Pariſh, for the Re- 
mainder of their Lives; which might- be 


made 
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made a Part of the Poors Rate in each Pa- 


riſh, and would be little or no Burthen, in 
Proportion to the many Penefite reſulting 
from this Scheme. 

This Scheme might be extended to the 
Marine ; or the Pariſhmen of all the Mari- 
time Pariſhes or Counties, might be appro- 
priated to the Uſe of the Navy, and ſubject 
to the Order or Requiſiton of the Admiralty; 
and the reſt of the Inland Counties to the 
Order of the Secretary at War, Commander 
in Chief, &c. as aforeſaid, for the Land 
Forces, 3 
Thus, my Lord, I flatter myſelf, I have 
exhibited a Scheme that might eaſily be put 
in Practice, agreeable to our conftitutional, 
internal Government ; and if it ſhould be 
of any Uſe to you, 1 ſhall be very happy 3 : 
for Tam one of thoſe, who think you an ho- 

| neſt 


(73 
neft, able Miniſter, and wiſh you would 
rely more upon your own Experience and 
Judgment, than upon the raw Syſtems of 


leſs knowing, and though honeſt, yet more 
preſuming Undertakers. 


J am, Your Grace's, 
Moft obedient Servant, 
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